
Addressing gender 
inequalities through 
communication for 

development.  
A case in the Philippines. 



Goal 

To find out and understand how gender and 
development communications can contribute to  
improve, in the long term, women's 
empowerment in women organizations in 
fisheries in the Philippines, and its implications 
at the different power dynamics.  
 



 According to lasts United Nations Human Development Report (2015), 
about one-fifth of the world's population is living in poverty; people 
who live with less than US$ 1.25 a day. In addition, poverty affected 
dramatically most of the women and children of rural areas of 
developing countries.  
 

 In the Philippines more than 6.3 % of the population are 
multidimensionally poor while an additional 8.4 % live near 
multidimensional poverty. 
 

 Most of the poor in the Philippines live in rural areas and work in the 
agriculture sector, mainly in farming and fishing.  
 

 25% of Filipino population are women in poverty and 22% of women’s 
employment is in agriculture, however, their opportunities are limited 
by inequalities such as lack of access to land and inputs, low paid jobs, 
among others. 

 



 Women's organizations as a strategy to tackling poverty and 
inequalities.  
 

 Financial orientation. However, as it has experienced in other 
countries such as India this kind of organization may need more 
than the financial support.   
 

 Training and education may improve the performance but the 
lack of recognition still persist. 



What could be missing? 

 Research Questions 
 

 -Critically review women's organizations in fisheries in 
the Philippines and its empowerment strategies.  

  
 -Identify and describe the role of communication for 

development can and does play in supporting poverty 
alleviation and women’s empowerment efforts in these 
women’s groups. 
 

 -Identify to what extent communication for development 
can challenge power dynamics at different scales. 
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