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Seafood plays an important role in food and nutritional security of nearly one-fifth of global population.

In India there are 5.4 million people directly or indirectly engaged in fisheries activities, of which, 3.8 million are

fishermen and 1.6 million are fisherwomen.

Among the maritime states, Gujarat continued to be in second position since 2019 with 5.32 lakh tonnes

production (CMFRI, 2020).

Introduction



Traditionally, fishing was the subsistence occupation of kharwa

community in Veraval, Gujarat. In kharwa community women

play a significant role in maintaining household and community

needs.

They are mostly involved in selling of fish in the local market and

are employed as labours in different seafood processing plants of

Veraval.

Their role in fishery sector is unarticulated and unacknowledged.

Kharwa fisherwomen generally don’t venture into

entrepreneurship, primarily due to lack of skills and marketing

opportunities.

ICAR-Veraval Research Centre (VRC) of CIFT has been engaged

in identifying and implementing potential livelihood options for

the kharwa fisherwomen through technologies developed at the

institute.
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Hands on training has been given from 2018 under 
the NFDB sponsored programme of ICAR-CIFT
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Gujarat Fisheries Central Co-operative Association 
Limited (GFCCA) Chairman Mr.Velji Bhai Masani  (10th

September 2018) 
District Information Officer (Mr.Arjun Bhai Parmar)
on 31st August 2018
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